ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY         97

According to Maharshi Parashara, the star Revathi
is associated with the period of Mercury. Since Mercury
is the bestower of knowledge while the constellation
of Meena is the abode of. Jupiter, who supports the
knowledge at the time of absorption in the Supreme.
Mercury imparts the knowledge by which the bodily
organs, the five Pranas, and the forces of the five
elements all become merged into their orginal Devata
forces. He also bestows that the pure 'I' to be absorbed
in the Supreme. The word Revathi too derives its meaning
'raayam dadaathi revathee' that which gives wealth, through
it enabling the person to receive the wealth of becoming
the Lord. Revathi can also be derived from "revathercraa
revr=plavagathou'\ meaning that which enables one to
cross. This is so because, Revathi enables one to cross
the bondage of life and reach out for the Supreme.

The spider weaves round itself the web prepared
out of its own saliva and then is entagled in it. So
also the pure Sattivic blissful untarnished pure 'I' became
entangled in the bodily cage designed out of the qualities
of Rajas, Tamas and impure Sathva, and was under
the bondage of physical activities. No one can say
when the very first body was created and came into
bondage. Any attempt to learn this will be futile. One's
aim can merely be to release oneself from the bondage
that one finds oneself in. When the p-ure 'I' has done
all that is needed for the release, it will be in a
fit condition to attain its true self.

The work done for this release consists in the destruction
of the Avidya (ignorance) formed by the Rajo and
Thamogunas. This is equivalent to the rendering of
the. anti-clockwise motion ofRahu and kethu into clockwise
motion. But after the motion of Rahu and Kethu has